chasing bottles. The fungal medium bottles alone cost approximately three times more than standard aerobic or anaerobic medium bottles. Because of these limitations, many hospitals do not routinely employ specific mycology medium for blood culture. Our previous study (2) , being commented upon in their letter, specifically evaluated candidemia detection using a standard blood culture set of aerobic and anaerobic media. In most instances, anaerobic medium was found to be inferior to aerobic medium, as suggested. However, the anaerobic medium proved to be useful in the recovery of C. glabrata, which had a shorter time to recovery in anaerobic versus aerobic medium (22.14 Ϯ 2.47 h versus 120.89 Ϯ 35.33 h, respectively). In patients at high risk for candidemia, use of one of the mycology media with the BACTEC 9240 system appears quite reasonable. However, if mycology medium is not available, our study supports terminal subculture as a potentially useful adjunctive step in these high-risk patients.
